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Guideline 

Methodology

1. Desk Review  

○ existing guidelines

○ handbooks 

○ Published and draft 

VLRs

2. Inputs from ECA, UCLG-

Africa and UN-HABITAT 

3. Locality review

4. Expert Group Meeting 



Why an African VLR Guideline?  

Member State request at ARFSD

3

Contextual specificity 

Regional priorities Agenda 2063 

Need to scale up VLR production

Accelerate SDG and A2063 implementation

Peer Review Mechanism
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PHASE I
Preparation, Visioning, 

Stakeholder Mobilization

PHASE III
Integration, Monitoring 

and Implementation

PHASE II
Validation,  Publication &      

Dissemination

PHASE II
Data Collection, 

Write up and 

Analysis

PHASE I
Prioritization

Stakeholder 

engagement 

+

Phased peer 

review

Africa VLR: The Process



Africa VLR Template at a Glance
Preliminaries: 

● Foreword, Acronyms, List of Tables and Figures and Table of Contents

1. Executive Summary

● Highlights from review

Phase I

1. VLR Methodology - Getting started

● Literature review

● Institutional mechanism

● Stakeholder mobilization

● Peer Review

● Vision

1. SDG and Agenda 2063 Prioritization

● Linking priorities

● Policy and enabling environment

● Integration of 3 Dimensions and LNOB

Phase II

1. Data Collection

● Data methodology and processing

● SDG ownership

1. Write up, Analysis and Validation

● Progress on goals and targets

Phase III

1. Publication and Dissemination

2. Integration, Monitoring and Implementation

● Outcomes and follow-up

● Means of Implementation

● Conclusion and next steps

1. Annexes

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PwDAOkL4pj3jTBunUXXPvyO6qOKIyFvS0PJD4kaqT5k/edit#heading=h.n67ubzr1jpe1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PwDAOkL4pj3jTBunUXXPvyO6qOKIyFvS0PJD4kaqT5k/edit#heading=h.4zd9gt3eehuy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PwDAOkL4pj3jTBunUXXPvyO6qOKIyFvS0PJD4kaqT5k/edit#heading=h.mjg0aqei2362
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PwDAOkL4pj3jTBunUXXPvyO6qOKIyFvS0PJD4kaqT5k/edit#heading=h.spi9mkckqvcx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PwDAOkL4pj3jTBunUXXPvyO6qOKIyFvS0PJD4kaqT5k/edit#heading=h.spi9mkckqvcx


Africa VLR template values

✅Practical

✅Easy to follow

✅Best practices

✅Lessons learned

✅Guiding Questions



Guideline annex -

Stakeholder mapping



Guideline annex - Stakeholder Engagement



Guideline annex - detailed mapping

Sustainable Development 

Goals

Local Sustainability Policy Other relevant local policies? Local initiatives and projects

GOAL 1: NO POVERTY End Poverty in all its forms everywhere

1.1 By 2030, eradicate extreme 

poverty for all people 

everywhere, currently measured 

as people living on less than 

$1.25 a day

1.2 By 2030, reduce at least by 

half the proportion of men, 

women and children of all ages 

living in poverty in all its 

dimensions according to national 

definitions



Guideline annex - Agenda 2063 mapping



Guideline annex - SDG & Agenda 2063 mapping



Option 1: All SDGs

Option 2: HLPF SDGs

Option 3: SNG Priority

SDGs

Measuring progress

Suggested Structure

SDG Goal: state goal

Target x.x: state target reviewed

Localized Indicator x.x: state indicator or

indicators measured

Local Context: Highlight local policy or

program addressing target

Progress:

Successes: What were the successes

Challenges: What are the challenges

Next Steps:



Peer Review 

● Simple and voluntary 

process

● Mirror the VLR 

Guidelines

● Incremental and 

phased
Image: theconversation.com

https://theconversation.com/explainer-what-is-peer-review-27797


Pre-VLR and Phase I



Phase II 



Phase III and post-VLR



Africa VLR Peer 

Review Platform

Connecting local reviews of the SDGs and 

Agenda 2063 in Africa.

Functions

 Peer exchange and review

 Stories 

 Regional dialogues & 

discussion

 Tools and resources

 Repository



Africa VLR resources

https://www.uneca.org/voluntary-local-reviews-africa

https://www.uneca.org/voluntary-local-reviews-africa


Thank you
yemeru@un.org 


